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The Magic Finger

Teaching Notes for pages 1 - 15

General Information

Duck

° a ‘duck’, used in cricket, indicates no score.

. a ‘golden duck’ used in cricket, indicates you are out 1% ball.

® a ‘black duck’ used in cricket, indicates you are run out 1% ball.

. a ‘brown duck’ used in cricket indicates you are out 2" ball.

o a ‘lame duck’ refers to someone who is handicapped by misfortune or by
incapacity.

. a ‘ducking stool’” was used to punish wrongdoers up until the early 18"
century. A chair was tied to the end of a wooden beam and the culprit was
immersed in water (such as a village pond).

o a ‘dead duck’ is something of no further interest.

. to ‘get one’s ducks in a row’ is an American expression meaning to have
things organised or lined up.

(Evans p. 348)

. If it looks like a duck, walks like and duck and quacks like a duck, it's a duck.
(If something acts in a certain, unmistakeable way there is no denying its
true identify.) This proverb was coined in the 1950s by Walter Reuther, a
union leader, who was suggesting how a communist might be identified.
(Dictionary of Proverbs, p. 76)

Duck Jokes

Q: What do you call a fast duck that always wins races?

A: A quick quack.

Q. What do you call a duck that gets all A’s on his report card?

A: A wise quacker.

Q. How do you change a duck’s tires?

A: With a quacker jack.

Q. What do you call a duck that steals from banks?

A: A safe quacker.

(From Keller, The Best Riddle Book Ever, various pages)
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Name Date

The Magic Finger

Pages 1 - 15

Word Meanings

6.

=4

Compound Words
Underline the compound words in these sentences:

Mrs. Winter turned to write something on the blackboard.
Then the tip of the forefinger begins to tingle.

Mr. Gregg went outside to get some firewood.

In the afternoon Mr. Gregg and the boys went out hunting.

Synonyms and Antonyms
Use a thesaurus to find some synonyms and antonyms for these words:

Word Page Synonyms Antonyms
Number
Cross 3

indoors 15

tired 15
started 13
begin 7

Apostrophes

Contractions: one use of the apostrophe is to signal that a letter, or letters, have

been left out of a word, for example:

I've = T have;, well = we will/shall;

Expand these contractions:

can't

arent = are not;

could’ve = could have

doesn’t

wasn't

that’s

it's

let’s

everyone'’s
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Name Date

The Magic Finger
Pages 1 - 15
Comprehension

e Visual Matching
o Look at the picture on pages 2/3 and then answer the questions. Put a
circle around Yes or No.

1. The girl is happy at what she is seeing. Yes No
2. The boys are pleased with themselves. Yes No
3s They have shot a duck. Yes No
4, The boys are carrying guns. Yes No
5. Philip is walking first in line. Yes No
6. The girl is yelling at the family. Yes No
7 The children have a gun each. Yes No
8. There are four people in this picture. Yes No
. Complete these sentences using the words in the box

nice dark hot bushy joy
1. Then I get very all over.
2, He was beside himself with
5 It's getting too to see.
4, It was a huge and tail.
5 Iam a very little girl.
o Complete these sentences by finding the missing word from your reading

book.
1. And she will be. (page 7)
2 I ran home and for things to happen. (page 9)
3. ‘What on are they doing?’ (page 12)
4, The was very still. (page 14)
5. ‘Stand up,’ she said to me ‘and spell S (page 4)
6. Even Philip, who was only years old, had a
of his own. (page 2)
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