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Introduction

The process of reading comprehension is not simply that of reading words. The causes of
reading comprehension failure are complex, and the instructional solutions to this failure
are equally complex.

The Structure of this Book

This book has four sections:
1. The Garden of Paradise Story, retold by Marilyn Streat:

. The first layout is in a straight A4 format — for teachers to read to their
students.
e The second layout is in a booklet format. This allows students to have

their own copy of the story to read and work from, when completing the
language and comprehension worksheets. (See pages 13-20))
2 The Garden of Paradise Play, written by Marilyn Streat.

3 A set of Teaching Notes that include spelling issues and snippets of general
knowledge.
4, Comprehension, language, grammar, etc. worksheets based on the story.

The teaching of comprehension requires explicit instruction, a well-sequenced
set of activities and collaborative peer interaction. The worksheets, therefore,
have been compiled to make the teacher’s job easier by providing the material
for the teaching of comprehension sub-skills.

Because we are more concerned with the teaching and acquisition of a solid
vocabulary, wide general knowledge, thinking skills, problem-solving and study skills we
have not included extension activities, craft activities or creative writing activities. We
leave that up to you!

Note: The following reference gives many ideas for vocabulary development activities:
Beck, I.L., McKeown, M.G. & Kucan, L. (2004) Bringing Words to Life: Robust
vocabulary instruction, New York: The Guilford Press. I1.B.S.N. 1 57230 753 6

Activity Descriptions

Generally, each chapter follows the following pattern:

A Word Study — requiring research of word meanings, phrases, synonyms and
antonyms, and homonyms.

Punctuation

Vocabulary

Morphemic Analysis

Proofreading

Grammar

Sentence Construction

Idiomatic Language

Prior knowledge - requiring research of important chapter topics.
Character Analysis — formative for each chapter.
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Then the Angel explained to the Prince what his temptations
would be. “Each evening I will call to you to come to me. Do
not obey me when I call you and when I am asleep you must
never kiss me. I will call to you tonight and every night for the
next one hundred years. Heed my warnings!”

The Angel led the Prince into the most beautiful hall filled with
flowers, golden harps and beautiful singing maidens. As the sun
went down the fragrances of the flowers became stronger and the
Tree of Knowledge seemed to glow with red, shining stars.

Later that night the Prince heard a silvery voice calling to him.
“Oh come, please come to me,” it sang.

The Prince decided that it could not be a sin to follow such a
beautiful and melodious voice and, really, he only wanted to take
one quick look at the Angel as she slept.

"I will not kiss her,” he thought to himself “for I am strong and I
am resolute.”

The Prince followed the sound of the Angel’s voice to where she
was hidden in the branches of the Tree of Knowledge. He told
himself that he had not sinned yet and even when he saw the
Angel he still would not succumb to temptation. He pushed his
way through the branches of the tree and, without thinking at all,
he kissed the beautiful, young woman.

There was a tremendous clap of thunder — a terrible noise that
no-one had ever heard before. The Garden of Paradise
disappeared and the Prince found himself alone, except for one
twinkling star in the distant sky. Then he felt cold rain on his face
with the wind roaring around his head and once again he found
himself outside the cave that belonged to the Mother of the
Winds. He had sinned!
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The North Wind chuckled to himself.

“Then the hunting started and I began to have great sport. 1
blew the ships around. I blew the icebergs around. I crushed the
boats between the icebergs. I wrecked the boats along the rocks
and when the sailors cried out I whistled and shrieked so loudly
that they could not be heard. They'll never come to Bear Island
again.”

“You have been very wicked,” said his mother and threatened to
put him in a sack.

However, at that moment another brother appeared. It was the
Wind from the West. He wore a broad brimmed hat and carried
a mahogany stick, hewn from the mahogany forests of America.

“I have seen the vast forest wilderness. I have seen the deepest
river rush upon the rocks. I have seen the river make spray that
showed me a rainbow. I have seen buffalo on the Great Plains. 1
have thrown somersaults in the Savannahs. I have brushed the
wild horses and shaken the cocoa-nut palms. I have blown a
great storm that split ancient trees into splinters!” he boasted.
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Name Date

The Garden of Paradise
Pages1-3
Books

. Imagine you owned a library. Make a list of four books that you would choose to
put into the library. Explain each of your choices.

)\
2
e A
4,
Grammar
. A noun is the name of a thing or a person. Circle the words that are nouns:
eat fruit almost garden wine fell
s A verb is a ‘doing’ word. Circle the words that are verbs:
fire heard eat poured was tables
® An adjective is a word that describes a noun. Circle the words that are
adjectives:
flowers great walking soggy wet logs
o Write one adjective next to each noun.
Nouns Adjectives
1.  rocks
2. grass
3. boys
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